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Bronte Girls’

Welcome to our
first newsletter
of 2020
Welcome to our first newsletter of 2020/21!
As we come to the end of a challenging term I
would like to say “Thank You” to all our staff,
parents and pupils for all their hard work,
patience and commitment in maintaining a
safe and stimulating learning environment for
our pupils in these difficult times. Staff and
pupils have adapted well to online teaching
and learning whilst families have been fully
supportive in their duty to self-isolate when
necessary and keeping us informed of any
covid-19 concerns. The academy will close
for the holidays at the end of the day on
Friday 18th December. If your child develops
coronavirus symptoms on or before 24th
December, please contact the academy on
01274 044055 or office@bga.fetrust.org.uk so
that we can fulfil our track and trace
responsibilities. I hope you enjoy reading
what our pupils and staff have been up to this
term and wish you all a happy and peaceful
Christmas holiday. The academy will reopen
to pupils on Tuesday 5th January 2021.

ONLINE TEACHING
& REMOTE ACCESS
Both staff and pupils have worked tremendously hard, over a long term, to
retain the learning and engagement of pupils in the classroom and
remotely when isolating.
•

•

•

Mrs Rehana Shafquat, Principal
•

Follow us @
BronteGirls
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December 2020

We have developed a system for tracking the engagement of pupils who
are self-isolating. The information is updated daily and emails are sent
to pupils and parents to encourage engagement with lessons. This has
been successful so far with more pupils coming online and
participating in live lessons.
Work packs for each subject are prepared and ready to be sent out or
collected for pupils, without online access, to complete during any
period of self-isolation. Please ensure these are collected for your child
if they have no online access to Teams.
Work for each subject has been uploaded onto Class Notebook and
tasks are set in Assignments for pupils to access if they are unable to
join live lessons during their period of self-isolation. Please check with
your daughter to see if the work is being completed.
Our SSOs have been working tirelessly to ensure contact is maintained
with families of those pupils who are self-isolating. On the return to
school, pupils who have been self-isolating will be interviewed by their
SSO to ensure they have the opportunity to catch-up if they have been
unable to do so.

We hope you will continue to support your daughter through her period of
self-isolation and ensure she has a quiet working environment to work in.
Also, please try to ensure you daughter follows the school working day
and work is completed to the best of her ability.
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Lockdown in Summer provided an excellent opportunity
to review the English curriculum. The exciting new
curriculum is broad and rich. We study a core text
around which a range of non-fiction and poetry materials
are based to develop independent reading. Each scheme
has a vocabulary list and knowledge organiser and a
Literacy Homework booklet which pupils are required to
self-quiz and learn. We began half-term 1 with year 7
studying Ruby n the Smoke. Pupils have carried out
challenging and engaging activities such as researching
the Indian mutiny- which has cross-curricular links with
History for a topic they will study in year 8. Pupils have
thoroughly enjoyed the topic and found the novel
inspiring and relatable.
‘I really enjoyed all the cliff hangers and tension and
mystery. I can’t wait to read the next book!’ Anna
‘It has sadness and despair as well as murder and
mystery. I recommend this fantastic novel.’ Malaikah

Religious Studies
The Religious Studies curriculum is comprehensive and
stimulating as it explores various religions and belief
systems. Year 8 started with discovering Judaism and
learning the core beliefs and practices of a major world
religion. Pupils were introduced to new terminology and
festivals that are important to the religion. This
knowledge is further enhanced in the current half term
as we explore the stories and myths of creation. We
have researched the Australian Aboriginal creation
myths and compared them to stories from Genesis and
the Islamic belief of God as the creator of all.
In Year 7, pupils started off with an exploration of their
own identity and an appreciation of how others can hold
different beliefs and values which are to be respected.
Pupils were then challenged with the next topic based
on existence of God. They have learnt new terminology
such as teleological and design arguments where they
have looked at philosophers such as William Paley and
explored their theories in comparison to religion.

‘It is an inspiring book with amazing characters- full of
mysteries and danger.’ Dialla

Year 8 have been studying
The Curious Incident of dog
in the Night-time which falls
under the umbrella of a postmodern drama. This is a very
thought-provoking
play
where pupils are taken into
the mind of an autistic child
and how it differs from
anyone else. Pupils were able
to make links with various
dramatic methods used by
the playwright and the subgenres of the topic. They
were introduced to new
terminology and academic
writing styles, which they
successfully achieved.
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In History, year 7 have been learning about the Norman
Conquest. They have discovered how the feigned retreat
tactic allowed William of Normandy to win the Battle of
Hastings against Harold Godwinson. They are now looking
at how William consolidated his power as King using
different methods. One method they have discovered was
used was ‘violence and intimidation’. They have
recognised that William built Motte and Bailey castles to
loom over the English and show them that the Normans
were now in charge. Over the Christmas holiday, groups
will be creating their own motte and bailey castle – start
collecting your cardboard and toilet roll holders for model
making parents!!

In year 8, pupils have started their second unit of the year
in History, the transatlantic slave trade. Firstly pupils
studied Africa before the slave trade and discovered the
successes of Ancient Egypt and the Empire of Mali. They
have used their knowledge organisers to begin
familiarising themselves with key words linked to the slave
trade, by creating a title page in their book on the new unit.
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KS3 PE

This term pupils have been engaging in a variety of
dance lessons including Hip Hop, Contemporary
and Musical dance. Throughout the six weeks they
have been developing a variety of skills including
choreography. At the end of term, each class will
hold a semi-final competition. The winner of each
class will be entered into the final to represent their
form with an opportunity to become the year group
winner.
.

KS3 Music
,
Do you know what an ostinato is? Our year 8 pupils
do!
Over the last 6 weeks, year 8 have been discovering if
they know the difference between a hook, riff and
these repeated musical patterns in different genres of
music. Their discerning ears have identified these
patterns in pop, rock and classical. pupils have written
their own lyrical hooks about something personal to
them and have produced individual and group
performances.

In Geography, year 7 have been learning about
settlements, with particular focus on the city of Bradford.
Making links with history, they have discovered where
Bradford gets its name from, alongside understanding how
it has changed over time. Pupils have engaged very well
with this topic and been able to make links to places they
will have seen on a daily basis. Pupils designed a poster to
represent ‘What is Geography?’ Entries were extremely
creative, with many creating 3D posters. I’m extremely
proud of the work the year 7s have put in to their poster.
Year 8 have moved on to their second topics: rivers. Pupils
have discovered how over time rivers can change shape
and size. They have used this knowledge to explain the
many reasons why rivers can flood, linking this to their
case study of the Boscastle floods in 2004. Recently, pupils
have looked at two different rivers, the River Tees and the
River Nile. They have begun to understand why in the
future there may be conflict for the finite water resources
available. Pupils were asked to design a poster around the
topic of deforestation. The pupils put an enormous amount
of effort in and several are now on display in the humanities
room.

Year 8 have been looking at ‘Natural Forms and
Architecture’. They have closely studied the work of Antoni
Gaudi and created this work in his style. Gaudi was one of
the most famous architects of his time. His work was
unconventional and he had a unique style which was well
ahead of his time. The pupils have worked extremely hard
to produce outstanding artwork.

Life is a canvas, your brain is a paint brush.
The people around you are some silly old paintings.
Swirls and patterns, colour and line.
Use your imagination to identify the skill you have.
Red, blue, orange and green are these colours so
majestic!
Gaudi and his architect won’t best my imagination.
He paints, he designs but he doesn’t use a plan.
my plan is free, and free of plan.
I don't need textures or diagrams. I use what's free and
what I have, the skills I have won’t hide away.
I painted pictures and I use my time, as time is precious
and we rely on it to give us freedom on things we love!
Life is a canvas
By Sabah khan 8.4
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SCIENCE
Year 7 pupils have learned how to use a variety of
scientific equipment including microscopes and the
equipment used to separate mixtures, as well as the
classic Bunsen burner. In addition, they have been
really busy making model cells to show off what they
have learned about the key features of different types
of cells.
Year 8 have been studying about the Earth and
atmosphere, making links with their geography
knowledge as they look at the rock cycle. They have
studied how plants and animals in ecosystems are
interdependent on each other and how changes in a
habitat can have devastating effects. They have also
been learning about electrical circuits and how to
measure the current and potential difference in the
circuit.
We are looking forward to the first of our STEM days,
the pupils in year 7 will be learning how to make lip
balm, the history of cosmetics wearing, how to design
appealing and attractive packaging, how to determine
the costs with making the product and then how to
carry out a sales pitch for their product.

Support your daughter with Maths at home!
Join free webinars which focus on common mistakes
pupils make in Years 6, 7 and 8 and how to help at home.
The organiser will dive into the 200+ million answers on
Diagnostic Questions to find the 5 most common mistakes
made by pupils of each year. For each mistake some free
resources and activities will be suggested to enable parents
to support their children at home to help them better
understand the concept.
The aim is to help parents feel better connected to school
mathematics, and reduce the anxiety surrounding
supporting their children.
Each webinar is completely free, and parents can reserve a
spot here: https://eedi.com/webinars
The dates of the webinars are:
•
•
•

Year 6 parents: Jan 7th at 8pm
Year 7 parents: Jan 14th at 8pm
Year 8 parents: Jan 21st at 8pm
As well as progressing with learning new concepts and
topics in maths pupils are focussing on correct layout
and use of mathematical symbols. Ask your child to
explain why the following work is not mathematically
correct and what the correct layout should be.

This half term has seen the launch of our many
intervention programmes.

Year 7 have been accessing catch up literacy and
catch up numeracy programmes. These are based
on rigorous academic research and are targeted to
the needs of individual pupils. They involve 15
minute sessions delivered twice per week with one
of our fabulous learning support assistants. pupil
progress is tracked weekly via a session record
sheet.
The emphasis of the programme is on providing
effective personalised learning support for each
pupil within a positive, supportive, enabling
framework.
Come back in the next episode to read about the
year 8 intervention programmes!
December

Pupils should be able to explain the second line is not
EQUAL to the first line and the equal sign is not
correctly used. The correct layout should be as below:

Find our function
curriculum
on our
website:
onoutlines
Microsoft
Teams:
https://brontegirls-academy.fetrust.org.uk/forparents/curriculum/
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Year 7 have been studying about ‘Keeping safe and healthy’ and
learning about ‘Prejudice and Discrimination.’ The topics have
resulted in fantastic posters. pupils have shown compassion
and consideration for others and have come up with some
excellent mottos to prevent prejudice and discrimination such
as ‘treat others as you wish to be treated’. Year 8 have learnt
about keeping healthy, recognising the signs of stress and
finding excellent ways to manage stress. They know the
importance of a good night’s sleep and can to tell you how many
hours per night they should be getting! Many recognised the
importance of switching off from technology to enable a good
night’s sleep. pupils have also learnt about the importance of a
balanced diet: about different food groups; what a healthy diet
looks like and have evaluated their own diets based on this.
Finally, year 8 have been considering their future career paths,
different careers available, the pathway to achieving their career
goal and have set short and long term targets to enable them to
achieve this. They have used the Fast Tomato online application
this half term to enable to explore careers of interest to them.

Our GST programme has been
focused on developing pupil voice
and equipping our pupils with the
language and structure for debating
and
expressing
themselves
articulately and confidently. We have
prepared speaking word mats which
provide pupils with sentence stems.
All staff are using the stems when
conducting any discussion of ideas. It
is important for pupils to learn and
use them in order to become
articulate speakers.
Thursday GST time has been spent
debating and voting topical issues
concerning school life. Pupils’ views
are collated for action by the pastoral
team. We hope once COVID19
restrictions have ended and the
school council meets, we can deploy
these skills.
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Year 7 pupils have made excellent progress in French
despite not having studied French previously They have
been building their basic vocabulary and practising speaking
the language. With self- quizzing and creative homework
they have enjoyed their French lessons. This term, year 8
have been busy building up their ability to write up to 90
words. After less than a year they are using the past tense.
They are beginning to translate intricate texts using three
tenses and opinions. Having a listening mosaique has helped
to pre-empt what pupils are about to listen to and it has
helped their translations. The next step is essay writing with
a structure strip.
‘I really enjoy the activities we do in pairs and with the
teacher when we are revising our knowledge Organiser as it
not only helps me revise but it also makes me enjoy French. I
know I am improving when we do the tests because I always
get a good score.’ Hafza

COMMUNITY
On the 12th November, pupils and staff took part in the Children in Need campaign.
Once again we need to thank parents for their overwhelming generosity. We
raised £457.00. Pupils came in non-uniform and it was wonderful to see so many
making the effort with their costumes. Roars of laughter rung through the
corridors as pupils took part in ‘Guess the teacher baby picture.’ Pupils completed
a range of fun activities in GST time to make the day a success. BBC Radio Leeds
invited pupils from year 8, Rayan and Ayesha, to take part in local celebrations of
fundraising activities. They were excited to speak about all the activities planned
at Bronte Girls’ Academy. This Friday 18th December, we will be supporting
another worthwhile children’s charity: Save the Children. We ask for your support
and generosity to make this day another successful event.
Finally, for those celebrating Christmas we would like to wish everyone a happy
Christmas and enjoyment of a well-earned holiday.
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