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Bronte Girls’

Welcome to our
second termly
newsletter
It has been a real pleasure to welcome back all
our pupils and staff for face to face
schooling after 8 weeks of remote learning. I
have to applaud staff, parents and pupils for
their efforts in making this experience the best it
could be in these challenging circumstances.
Well Done all! Also a huge thank you to you for
supporting a safe school reopening by
participating in the lateral flow testing of pupils;
further details and kits for home testing will be
sent out later this week. Still on the theme of
safety, could I politely request that parents avoid
making u turns on the main road outside our
school during busy pick up and drop off
times? This is currently posing an increased risk
to our pupils and other road users.
I thank you for your continued support and hope
you enjoy catching up on our recent activities in
this newsletter.
Mrs Shafquat, Principal.

Follow us @BronteGirls

ONLINE TEACHING
& REMOTE ACCESS
At the end of the autumn term there were speculations about the possibility
of another lockdown. Therefore, at the start of the spring term, we were
well-prepared and continued to strengthen our online provision.
Particularly, we have had a strong emphasis on live lessons. We have
deployed new tools in Teams to actively engage our pupils in live lessons.
Staff have used Padlet to check pupil understanding by creating an online
post-it board so that pupils can share their answers. It has been a great way
to gain instant responses and for pupils to reflect on other pupils’ answers.
Another effective tool has been ‘Whiteboard.fi.’ This has allowed staff to
see all pupils’ online whiteboards in real time so they can follow pupil
progress and provide instant feedback. Break out rooms have also been
used to encourage class discussion and enable pupils to work in groups
online on tasks set by their teacher. In addition to this, pupils have been set
weekly goals to improve their online engagement. Some of these goals
were: unmuting mics, green pen work and giving immediate reactions on
tasks.
The return to school on the 8th March has also gone smoothly with pupils
quickly following routines. A huge well done to everyone for returning so
positively!
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For the spring term, year 7 were introduced to the
epic tales and poems which formed the oral tradition.
The curriculum ranged from Greek and Roman
legends to British myths along with exploration of
the Romantics from Tennyson to the modern poetry
of Carol Ann Duffy. Such an extensive range of texts
and poems allowed pupils to explore the traditions of
the past and make links with themes and ideas that
persist in modern society.
Year 8 nineteenth century short stories covered a
range of great writers such as Charles Dickens,
Thomas Hardy and Edgar Allen Poe. Pupils were
taught these texts with a particular focus on structure
and form. Pupils further developed creative writing
skills and wrote their own stories in the style of the
texts studied, mimicking the renowned writers of the
past.
The department led in activities for World Book Dayan intriguing short story by Roald Dahl The Landlady
was read in short extracts in true Jackanory or CBBC
Bedtime style depending on which childhood era you
belong to. Further to this, a reading list has been
provided with a range of texts and genres to promote
reading. All pupils are advised to read for thirty
minutes daily. The English department are trialling
the Lexia Literacy programme to strengthen the
learning of some groups.

COMPUTER SCIENCE
This term, year 7 have been designing and building
programs with the Microsoft Make Code Editor to gain a
deeper understanding of how programming languages can
be used to create a program, which is used to instruct
computers. The Microsoft Make Code Editor is a block
based editor that brings computer science to life. Pupils
have been writing their programs on this editor whilst
seeing immediate results on the BBC Micro:bit Simulator.
Whilst doing this they have learnt about decomposition as
well as the importance of the three programming concepts:
Sequence, Selection and Iteration. Pupils will continue to
work on this topic this term and move onto downloading
their programs onto a physical BBC Micro:bit which is a
pocket sized computer. This will deepen their
understanding of computer systems and how hardware and
software work together.

HISTOR

Mind
mapping
and
revision to
strengthen
the
learning.
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Year 7 have been learning about Medieval life this term.
They have completed a homework project where they
choose a number of areas to research such as: fashion
in the Middle Ages; football in the Middle Ages; how
people had fun; how to become a Knight and Medieval
food. Also, pupils have considered whether it is fair for
Medieval women to be seen as ‘damsels in distress',
they have been making comparisons between Disney
princesses and Medieval women.
.
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In PE this term, pupils have been learning the
physiology of the body such as the heart, skeletal
system, muscular system and components of fitness.
They have been carrying out fitness plans to improve
specific components of fitness relating to their
chosen sport. They have learnt how to monitor their
progress through appropriate fitness tests, evaluate
and improve by using the principles of training
method. Below is an example of a pupil’s test results

.

Year 8 Food Technology

This term Year 8 have been studying Food Technology with a
focus on Staple Foods. Pupils have been learning about the
nutritional values of food and the eat well guide. We have
been looking at staple foods from around the world, different
types of vegetarian diets, organic farming and pupils have
been creating pasta salad and risotto at home. We have had
some fantastic examples of dishes made by pupils, which is a
reflection of their effort and determination.

In Geography, this half-term, year 7 have been learning
about weather and climate and their diversity around the
world. Making cross-curricular links with science, they have
learnt to explain the different types of rainfall and why the
United Kingdom experiences such a high amount.
Developing this further, many pupils have been able to
draw on past experiences where they have seen flood
events directly or on the news.
By the end of term, year 7 pupils had become young
meteorologists. In small groups, they presented a weather
report on their selected places. Despite online learning
challenges, all year 7 pupils were able to give their
presentations over Microsoft Teams.
This half term, year 8 pupils are studying the topic of
development. Working alongside developing their map
skills, pupils have begun to explain how they live in an
unequal world. Furthermore, they have begun to explain
what they see out of their window and how it will be
completely different to someone else’s view. The pupils
have focused on the causes of this along with explaining the
impacts it will have on the people living in these countries.

This term year 7 have been learning about graphic
design. pupils learnt about different families of fonts(serif,
sans serif and decorative). The pupils then designed their
own personal typography, which reflects their personality.
Pupils have been
learning how to
create 3D shapes
in
isometric
projection
and
have
produced
some
excellent
examples of work
during
remote
learning. They are
now working as
junior
graphic
designers
and
here are examples
of their first design
brief.
March

Examples of work by Yumna and Emaan
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SCIENCE
At the end of the winter term, year 7 experienced their
first Bronte STEM day. During the day, they were involved
in making a natural lip balm, learning how to design
packaging for their lip balm, investigating how the
costing for a product work and also the history of
cosmetic wearing across time and cultures.

Year 7 have developed their studies this term studying
about the different stores of energy and how renewable
and non-renewable sources can be used to produce the
electricity we need. Acids and Alkalis followed next,
learning about the pH scale and some useful
neutralisation reactions and then Earth and its
atmosphere, learning about the types of rock around us.
Year 8 have studied the different types of chemical
reactions and why they are useful. Linking to work they
did earlier this year about atoms, elements and
compounds. They have started to learn about the
different organ systems inside the human body, how the
digestive system enables us to extract the nutrients from
food, how the gas exchange system supplies oxygen to
the blood and removes carbon dioxide.

Pupils in year 7 and 8 have been accessing
support on line from the fabulous Learning
Support Assistants and their progress in Maths
has shown some tremendous improvement. Well
done!
On return to school, pupils in year 7 and 8 are now
accessing the school Kindles to improve their
reading and comprehension. This use of
technology allows our pupils to highlight words
which they do not understand and give them
instant access to a meaning.

Online
whiteboards
used for
teachers to
give real-time
feedback
enable pupils
to engage
online.

Year 7 have been looking at: adding, subtracting,
multiplying and dividing fractions; adding, subtracting,
multiplying and dividing mixed numbers; simplifying
fraction and finding equivalent fractions.
Year 8 have been looking at ratio: sharing in a given
ratio; simplifying ratios; combining ratios; distance,
time and speed, maps and scales. To further support
your daughter with Maths, encourage them to login to
Dr Frost, which is an online platform that provides free
resources and videos.
Select the link below:
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
Login with your pupil email and the password is circle.

function on Microsoft Teams: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIRVT4jiS9g
March

04

Year 7 have been learning about puberty and the changes
that they should expect to happen to their bodies. They are
currently writing an informative piece for a girls’ magazine
to explain what a girl of their age should expect to happen
and advise them on how to deal with some of the obstacles
they face at this time in their lives.
Year 8 have been learning about the Justice system and
CCRC (Criminal Cases Review Commission). They have
been looking at a criminal case and through live lessons
have performed a 'live trial'. They are currently looking at
the work the CCRC does to support those wrongly convicted
of crimes and are seeing how the Court of Appeal works.

DRAMA
During term 2 Year 8 were studying about Stimuli in Drama.
This piece of work below was based on Strewpeter’s horror
stories. Pupils used his style to create their own modern day
twist on old wives tales.
It was Amelia Jones, who stared and stared intensely into the screen
It was unquestionably her daily routine.
For it was the only belonging she beloved.
If she lost her dear possession, it would be like losing her own blood

Y7 learned to talk about pets. They were initially asked to
create a calligram and here are 2 examples of their art
work:

This is a pupil’s
response about
her
own
pet
using Padlet

Y8 have learned to talk about past events. Here, Milana,
wrote her first draft about her past, usual and future
holidays. I am really impressed with her work as she can
justify her opinions, use connectives, time expressions, the
negative and refer to what other people did. What an
accomplished and intricate piece of writing! Prior to writing
this essay, pupils worked on the features of a WAGOLL and
then used a structure strip to ensure they could meet all
success criteria.

Her stern, unsmiling mother, would apprise her countless times
Telling her off as though it was one of the most severe crimes,
"Amelia, for goodness sake, you are out of your damn mind
If you don’t get off the bloody computer, I'll promise you'll turn
blind!"
Yet, Amelia-being herself- did not listen
She couldn't care less if she lost her vision.
As long as she kept her treasured digital
machine
She would remain beyond doubt keen.

Days, then weeks passed her eyesight was
weakening,
In fact all the same, she did not stop staring
at the illuminated screen
Neither did she alternate her day-to-day
routine.
For it was that day; her hapless and
unfortunate day
The day her mother warned, the day where
consequences of her actions did repay.
Indeed, she had turned blind, for there was
nothing but a void: darkness was all she
could see not even her now pointless,
futile computer screen.

By Noor year 8
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COMMUNITY
World Book Day on Thursday 4th March was spent in lockdown. We
missed the dressing up and discussion around characters from novels.
Instead, staff bravely dressed up to read an interesting short story to
pupils. The video recordings were played each lesson, as the plot
unravelled, engaging pupils and then surprising them with the twist at
the end. Pupils also participated in writing persuasively about their
favourite book. The winners: Zunaira, Nauman and Hafasah received
chocolate treats.
Pupils have a £1 book voucher to spend and the school list of
recommended books to read.
Comic Relief will be on Friday 19th March we ask pupils to wear
something red and parents to donate generously on ParentPay.
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